
SOCIETY NEWS.
Seventeenth Annual Re-union of Pennsylvania and Maryland

Physicians.\p=m-\Thephysicians of the Counties of York, Lan-
caster, Cumberland, Dauphin, Lebanon and Berks, Pennsyl-
vania, and Cecil and Harford Counties, Maryland, held
their seventeenth annual re-union at Chickies Park near
Columbia, Pa., on Thursday. About one hundred and fifty
physicians with their families and friends were in attend-
ance and spent a most delightful day. The heavy smoke
filling the atmosphere prevented a full enjoyment of the
magnificent scenery from the celebrated Chickies Rock, but
otherwise the day was greatly enjoyed.

At 12:30 o'clock the party was brought to Columbia on
special electric cars and taken to St. Paul's Protestant Epis-
copal Church. They then adjourned to the parish building
in the rear, where they partook of a dinner, which was served
them by the ladies of the church.

After dinner the members with their families and friends
boarded the special and returned to Chickies Park, where
the business meeting and election of officers of the Society
was held, presided over by President Frey, of York.

Following are the present officers of the Association :

President—Dr. Levi Frey, York.
First Vice-President—Dr. George R. Welchans, Lancaster.
Second Vice-President—Dr. J. W. Trabert, Annville.
Secretary—Dr. Roland Jessop, York.
Treasurer—Dr. George M. Stump, Perryville.
Executive Committee—Dr. Alex. Craig, Columbia, Chair¬

man ; Dr. George W. Gillespie, Oxford ; Dr. A. C. Wentz,
Hanover ; Dr. R. A. Bromwell, Port Deposit ; Dr. T. R. Bücher,
Lebanon ; Dr. W. Murray Weidman, Reading ; Dr. H. A.
Hare, Philadelphia.

Following is a list of physicians in attendance, each one
being accompanied by one or more persons:

Drs. Bacon, York; Mowery, Letort ; Morris, Baltimore;
Wentz, New Providence; Foster, Pittsburg; Gillespie, Ox¬
ford ; Ritchie, Harrisburg; Welchans, Lancaster; Musser*,
Lampeter; Gable, York ; Berntheizel, Columbia; Trabert,
Annville ; Bromwell, Port Deposit ; Small, York ; Daxe, Ris¬
ing Sun; Potteiger, Harrisburg; Shellenberger, Philadel¬
phia; Gillespie, Pleasant Grove; Ulrich, Chester; Alexan¬
der, Marietta; Livingston, Columbia; Deisinger, Hellam ;
Middleton, Steelton ; Weidman, Reading; Miller, Bird-in-
Hand ; Seitz, Harrisburg ; Quickel, Manchester ; Spangler,
York; Rohrer, Lancaster; Lehman, Mountville ; Frey,
York ; Wentz, Hanover ; Black, Strasburg ; Cleaver, Read¬
ing ; Leaman, Leaman Place; Mowery, Marietta; Netcher,
Lancaster; Carfield, Baltimore; Stover, Chester; Bücher,
Lebanon; Marshall, Shippensburg ; Morton, Philadelphia ;
Landis, Reading; Jamar, Elkton ; Reynolds, Baltimore;
Yost, Bethesda ; Guilford, Lebanon ; Harter, Maytown ;
Zeigler, Mt. Joy ; Warrell, Elkton : Davis, Lancaster ; Sim¬
mons, Baltimore; Kirk, Oxford; Craig, Markel, Backius
and Lineaweaver, of Columbia.

PUBLIC HEALTH.

Typhus Fever in Paris.—From January 1 to July 4 of this
year, forty-seven cases of typhus fever were recorded in
Paris, with twenty-two deaths. In June there were twenty
cases and nine deaths and in the first four days of July, six
cases and four deaths. This increase led the Advisory Com¬
mittee on Public Hygiene of France, to issue a circular re¬

questing the authorities of Paris to take steps toward disin¬
fecting in the most thorough manner those "shelters for the
night" established by private munificence.

Disinfection by Ammonia Vapors.—Dr. von Rigler, of the
Hygienic Institute of Buda-Pesth, proposes (Concours Médi¬
cal) a new method of disinfection. He suspended threads
impregnated with microbio cultures in a room 100 cubic
meters in size, 1000 grams of ammonia being placed in
numerous flat dishes on the floor. At the end of one hour
100 grams of the ammonia had evaporated; in two hours,
250 grams ; in four hours, 350 ; at the end of eight hours 450.
The bacilli of cholera and of typhoid fever were killed after
two hours ; of anthrax, with or without spores, after three
hours ; the Loftier bacillus only after eight hours. This

method is cheap and has the added advantage of not being
injurious to furniture, drapery, hangings, etc. It is to be
hoped that'the results of these experiments may be corrob¬
orated ; effective disinfection by ammonia vapors would
remove many existing difficulties in the way of quarantine
practice.

Ammunition of the Anti-Vaccinist.—In a circular recently
issued by the London (Eng.) Society for the Abolition of
Compulsory Vaccination, it is asserted that the death rates
in the smallpox outbreak in Leicester in 1892-93 were as fol¬
lows : " Death rate from smallpox of the re-vaccinated, 270
per million living; of the vaccinated, 159 ; of the non-v&a-
cinated, 109 only." These figures are made the basis for the
usual argument against vaccination and it may be expected
that they will shortly be reproduced by the anti-vaccinist
on this side of the Atlantic. That they are absolutely false
will not prevent their citation by the propagandist of free
smallpox nor their unhesitating acceptance by his dupes.
Nevertheless it may be worth while to say that there was
no death of a re-vaccinated smallpox patient in Leicester and
that the actual death rate of the three classes of the popu¬
lation of that city, during the outbreak of 1892-93, were as
follows :

.Re-vaccinated. 0.0 per million.
Vaccinated. 5.4 " "

Vo/i-vaecinated.102.7 " "

The circular and its unblushing mis-statements are fair
specimens of the ammunition furnished to the "anti's" for
their warfare upon vaccination.

Typhoid in Buffalo.—The recrudescence of typhoid fever in
Buffalo is attributed by Health Commissioner Wende to the
use of water from the 400 old wells remaining in the city,
many of which are found on examination to contain the
typhoid bacillus. The people persist in the use of these wells
because they say : "The water was good enough for our fathers
and our grandfathers, and it's good enough for us." Dr.
Wende anticipates trouble in securing the abandonment of
these polluted wells and fears a renewal this fall of the epi¬
demic of last spring.

Sanitorium for Tuberculosis.—The Municipal Council of
Paris has decided to establish a sanitorium for consump¬
tives in one of the suburbs, a few miles from the city. The
report of M. Paul Strauss, {Gaz. Mid. de Paris) which led to
this action,gives the following reasons for its establishment :

The first advantage which will be gained is the cleaning
out of the general hospitals, which are too often occupied
by the chronic consumptives at the expense of the acute ;
this alone would not justify special hospitals, but, unhap¬
pily, the great number of consumptives do not gain access
to hospitals—they are habitually refused, and if they are
received in the wards they do not receive the particular
care they need, and there is risk of transmitting the germs
of their disease to the other occupants of the wards. Gen¬
eral hospitals are not adapted to the treatment of this
class of cases, which are of long duration ; they are not built
or situated for that purpose ; the unfortunate patients have
not the privilege of wintering in a suitable climate; dis¬
tress weakens their chances of survival and the disease has,
so to speak, a clean field. Such noted authorities as Bou¬
chard, Cornil, Brown-Séquard, Grancher, Jaccoud, Peter
and others have proven beyond a doubt the curability of
tuberculosis and the efficacy of its hygienic treatment. The
experience of the sanatoria of Falkenstein, Gorbersdop and
Hohenhonnef shows the value of the results obtained by
permanent aeration, forced alimentation and hydrotherapy.
In ten years the sanatorium at Falkenstein has a record of
24.2 cures per 100, and Dr. Neisp°n at Hohenhonnef shows
27 per cent, of cures.
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Epidemie Diseases.—Asiatic cholera continues to spread in
Europe, especially in Russia and in the provinces of East
and West Prussia. During the week ended September 11
there were reported 6,376 new cases and 4,192 deaths in all
Russia ; the disease is most virulent in Radom where there
were 1,238 new cases and 617 deaths ; in Kielce there were

1,138 new cases and 565 deaths, and in Warsaw 1,100 new
cases and 532 deaths. The disease has also appeared at Riga,
a fact which derives importance from the extensive com¬
munication of the port both by water and rail. For this
season, however, the disease is fast losing interest so far as

this country is concerned. The suspicious death of a Bava¬
rian immigrant at Cumberland, Md., on the 5th inst.,hardly
caused a ripple of excitement ; a bactériologie examination
by Passed Assistant Surgeon Geddings, M. H. S., showed
that death was due to ptomaine poison from improperly
cooked food. Suspicious sickness on the Werra, from Genoa
at New York, September 10, also proved to be non-con¬

tagious.-Some alarm was occasioned at Baltimore on

the arrival of a British steamer from Havana on the 8th
inst., with alleged cases of yellow fever on board, supple¬
mented by the arrival on the following day of an American
bark, infected with the disease, at the Cape Charles (Va.)
quarantine station. The season is too far advanced to make
any extension of the disease probable.-The prolonged
drought has caused an increase of typhoid fever in many
localities, owing to the increased density of pollution of
water courses and the resort to old disused wells as a
source of supply. The Passaic River at Jersey City is so low
that the pollution from the cities of Newark, Paterson, Pas¬
saic, the Oranges and other towns, and from the many fac¬
tories, dye houses, gas works, slaughter houses, sewers, etc.,
that drain into it, has made it wholly unfit for drinking pur¬
poses. The nuisance has become so intolerable and the
menace to public health so great that it will probably com¬
pel the city government to provide a new and more whole¬
some water supply.-Smallpox threatens more seriously
than any other of the epidemic contagious diseases. Cor¬
respondence of health authorities with the Journal indi¬
cates considerable apprehension for the coming winter on
this account. During August there were 117 cases of the
disease in Chicago ; the situation in Milwaukee can hardly
be said to have improved recently ; an increase is reported
in New York ; Indianapolis is threatened with a general
outbreak through a mistaken diagnosis, and at Walkerton,
Ind., several well-developed cases have appeared as the re¬
sult of the deaths of the wife and mother of a local physi¬
cian from a disease, which is now pronounced to have been
smallpox. Health officers in other localities are also in a
state of mind over the situation, similar to that of "Hosea
Biglow's" during the war—

"all one teeter, hopin', dreadin'."

Extension of Glanders due to Public Water. The Brooklyn
Board of Health issues a Circular of Information.—Not only in
Brooklyn, but in several of our Eastern cities, there has
been a recrudescence of glanders and farcy. The sanitary
authorities of the former city seek to bring about a diminu¬
tion of the disease by enforcing a full reporting of cases by
veterinarians and others, and also by causing the non-use
of public watering troughs that are possibly infective. The
following are selections from an article that has recently
appeared in a Brooklyn daily journal :

"The Department of Health is measurably responsible in
the matter of checking the progress of contagious disease
among animals. For this reason it is one of the require¬
ments of the city ordinances that the Department shall be
notified of all cases of glanders or farcy. Section 31 of the
Sanitary Code, is as follovvs :

Section 31—That no cattle shall be killed for human food
while in an overheated, feverish or diseased condition ; and
all such diseased cattle in the city of Brooklyn and the
place where found, and their disease shall at once be
reported to the Department of Health by the owner or cus¬
todian thereof, and it shall be the duty of every veterinary
surgeon, owner or person having the charge, care or custody
of any horse, ass, mule, colt, ox, milch cow, calf, sheep, or

goat, or any other animal affected with glanders or farcy,pleuro-pneumonia, tuberculosis or other disease infectious,
contagious or pestilential, among such animals to report
the same to the Department of Health within twenty-four
hours of their knowledge of such disease, stating where
located.

"The early cooperation of all veterinarians will have the
effect of restricting the progress of the disease.

"Furthermore, doubtful or suspicious cases may be
reported and the assistance of the Department in this way
be obtained as to diagnosis and sanitary precautions ; and
'mallein,' a new substance prepared at the Bureau of Ani¬
mal Industry, Washington, D. C, is at command of the
Inspector of the Department for the settlement of suspicious
cases at an earlier stage of the disease than can be other¬
wise reached.

"This is the circular of information to the owners of
horses :

' Notice is hereby given that glanders is a disease among
horses manifesting considerable prevalence at the presenttime, and that no little loss has lately been experienced by
those so unfortunate as to have animals affected by this dis¬
ease. It is the belief of the veterinary inspectors of this
and other Departments of Health that the disease is spread
among horses by means of the public watering troughs sit¬
uated on many of the public thoroughfares. It is expedient
therefore, that all persons owning horses and all drivers of
teams should be cautioned against this danger from water¬
ing their horses at these public troughs. All drivers who
are compelled to remain away from their private sources of
water supply for any considerable period of time are
advised that a safe course for them to pursue will be to pro¬
vide a pail which can be carried in the truck or vehicle, or
hooked under the wagon body. Into such a pail running
water can be given, freshly drawn and clean, whenever the
animals are in need of water.

'All veterinarians and horse-owners are required by Sec¬
tion 31 of the Sanitary Code to report to this Department
all cases of glanders. Any person having a horse or other
animal suspected óf being affected by an infectious disease
may, on application at this Department, have the services
of our Veterinary Inspector for the purpose of promptlydetermining the diagnosis.'"

MISCELLANY.
Physicians' Protective Association.—The first annual meeting

of the Physicians' Protective Association of Detroit, was
held September 4. Reports of officers showed a prosperous
year, $9,916 in outstanding accounts having been collected.
Officers for the ensuing year were elected as follows: Presi¬
dent, L. J. Lennox ; Vice-President, Dr. R. H. Stevens ; Sec¬
retary, Dr. P. M. Hickey ; Treasurer, Dr. S. H. Knight.

International Congress of Gynecology and Obstetrics.—At the
second session of this Congress, to be held at Geneva this
month, the following topics will be discussed: The treat¬
ment of eclampsia ; the surgical treatment of retro-devia¬
tions ; the relative frequency of the various pelvic contrac¬
tions in different races ; the best method of suturing the ab¬
dominal wall to prevent ventral hernia ; treatment of pelvic
suppurations.

Mysterious Disappearance.—Cassopolis, Mich., has had a sen¬
sation similar to that caused in Chicago a few years ago by
the murder of Dr. Cronin, in the disappearance of Dr. A. B.
Conklin. He was to have been a witness in an insurance
case trial at Traverse City, Mich. He is believed to have
been abducted and perhaps murdered. The abduction
occurred September 4. A reward of $2,000 has been offered
for his body.

Quills from the Fretful Porcupine.—Dr. Gagen, of Heppner,
while out gunning last Sunday,shot and fatally wounded what
he supposed to be a badger. F"earing that the animal would
get away from him, he ran and seized it with both hands,
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